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REE: BAGHDAD 136, 141, 144 

1. EGYPTIAN AMBASSADOR ABDEL MONEIM AL-NAGGAR CALLED ON 
ME AT HIS REQUEST FOR OVER ONE HOUR ON MARCH 16. HE HAD 
KURDISH PROBLEM VERY MUCH ON HIS MIND. 

2. NAGGAR SAID HIS EMBASSY WAS IN CLOSE TOUCH WITH IRAQI 
KURDISH LEADERSHIP. LEADERS COULD BE ROUGHLY DIVIDED INTO 
THREE GROUPS: "RIGHTISTS", WHO OPPOSE ACCEPTANCE OF BAATH 
AUTONOMY LAW AND WISH TO CONTINUE STRUGGLE UNTIL KURDISH 
STATE ENCOMPASSING KURDS OF IRAN, TURKEY AND SYRIA 

CAN BE BROUGHT INTO BEING; "MODERATES", WHO MAINLY 
DETRIBALIZED KURDS BEST REPRESENTED BY KURDISH MINISTERS 
SERVING IN GOVT AND AT-TAAXHI EDITOR DARA TAWEIQ. 

THEY ARE REALISTIC KURDISH NATIONALISTS AND FAVOR 
ACCEPTANCE OF AUTONOMY LAW AND WORKING WITHIN IRAQ TO 
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IMPROVE ECONOMIC LOT OE KURDS AND PROMOTE CULTURAL 
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AUTONOMY. THEY SAY THAT IF THEY CAN ACHIEVE THESE GOALS 
IN IRAQ OVER NEXT FIVE YEARS, IRAN AND TURKEY WILL HAVE 
TO GRANT SOME CONCESSIONS TO THEIR KURDS. THIRD GROUP IS 
''LEFTISTS ' REPRESENTED BY JALAL TALBANI AND AZIZ AQRAWI 
WHO HAVE AGAIN SPLIT WITH BARZANI, PRESUMABLY HAVING 
BEEN BOUGHT OFF BY GOT THEY REPRESENT MAINLY THEMSELVES. 

3. NAGGAR SAID THAT "RIGHTISTS" ARE MAINLY PESHMERGA 

AND TRIBAL LEADERS AND THEIR INFLUENCE ON BARZANI HAS 
BEEN PREDOMINANT UNTIL NOW. REASON THAT DARA AT-TAWFIQ 
AND OTHER KIRDISH LEADERS HAVE LEFT BAGHDAD IS NOT TO 
ESCAPE BAATH REPRISALS (THEIR FAMILIES ARE STILL HERE) BUT 
TO ATTEMPT TO PERSUADE BARZANI TO ACCEPT AUTONOMY LAW BY 
DEADLINE OF MARCH 26. NAGGAR SAID REGIME IS OFFERING 
SPECIAL PRIVILEGES AND HONORS TO BARZANI AS KURDISH 
LEADER IF HE ACCEPTS. THESE WOULD, HOWEVER, END WITH 
BARZANI'S DEATH AND NOT BE INHERITED BY SUCCESSOR. 

4. NAGGAR SAID HE CONSIDERS AIMS OF "RIGHTISTS" COMPLETELY 
UNREALISTIC. HE SAID THEY HAD REQUESTED EGYPTIAN SUPPORT 
AND HE HAD TOLD THEM THAT EGYPT WOULD NOT GO BEYOND 
HUMANITARIAN CONCERN FOR KURDS, SINCE IT WOULD DISRUPT 
ARAB UNITY AND REGIONAL STABILITY, AND ENCOURAGE 
OTHER MINORITY MOVEMENTS WITHIN ARAB WORLD. NAGGAR 
STRONGLY IMPLIED KURDISH "RIGHTISTS " HAD GOTTEN SAME 
RESPONSE FROM ALL OTHER ARAB AMBASSADORS. 

5. NAGGAR BELIEVES IRAN IS ONLY EXTERNAL SOURCE OF 
ASSISTANCE TO KURDS AND THAT IF IRAN WOULD CLOSE OFF 
BORDER AS TURKEY HAD DONE, IRAQI KURDISH PROBLEM WOULD 
BE MANAGEABLE. FURTHERMORE, NAGGAR BELIEVES IRAQ IS 
SERIOUS ABOUT RAPPROCHEMENT WITH IRAN. HE SAID EGYPT 

IS ENCOURAGING IRAQ TO ADOPT ARAB POLICY IN GULF RATHER 
THAN BAATHIST POLICY WHICH BRINGS IT INTO CONFLICT WITH 
IRAN. NAGGAR IS ENCOURAGED BY RESPONSE AND CITED IRAQI 
AGREEMENT TO PARTICIPATE IN GULF POLLUTION CONFERENCE 
WITH IRAN. HE IS ALSO ENCOURAGED BY GENERAL TREND OF EVENTS 
IN IRAQ, PARTICULARLY REGIME'S CONCENTRATION ON ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT, MAJOR ACCORDS WITH FRANCE AND JAPANN, RESUMPTION 
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OF RELATIONS WITH FRG AND EXPECTATION OF EARLY RESUMPTION 
WITH UK. 

6. COMMENT: WHILE NAGGAR DID NOT SAY SO, IT SEEMS 
OBVIOUS THAT HE BELIEVES USG HAS SOME CAPABILITY TO 
INFLUENCE IRAQ AND BELIEVES WE SHOULD DO WHAT WE 
CAN TO RESOLVE IRAQI KRDISH PROBLEM IN INTEREST OF LONG 
RANGE REGIONAL STABILITY AS WELL AS SHORTER TERM EGYPTIAN 
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AND ARAB 
INTERESTS. LOWRIE 
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